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RESPONSE TO COMMENT SET 5:  UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF 1 
COMMERCE, NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION 2 
(NOAA), NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE, RODNEY MCINNIS, REGIONAL 3 
ADMINISTRATOR  4 

 5 
5-1 The requirement for a Marine Wildlife Contingency Plan (Plan) is 6 

acknowledged and it is understood that the Plan will require the approval 7 
of NOAA Fisheries.  Consistent with the results of the discussions with 8 
NOAA Fisheries on marine observer requirements, revisions have been 9 
made to Mitigation Measure MARBIO-4.  See Section 4.0, Revised Pages 10 
of the DEIR text revision for the Biological Resources Section, page 4.3-11 
123. 12 

5-2 It is acknowledged that there are no known data on the underwater noise 13 
that could be generated by the project vessels; however the DEIR does 14 
provide data on documented noise levels generated by vessels similar to 15 
those expected for this project.  Revisions to Mitigation Measure NOI-1, to 16 
include the specification of the size of the “safety zone” area around the 17 
project vessels during operations, are provided below.  These 18 
recommended revisions, in addition to those recommended in the revised 19 
Mitigation Measure MARBIO-4, should be incorporated into the Marine 20 
Wildlife Contingency Plan (Plan).  It is further recommended that as soon 21 
as the project vessels and schedule are known, AT&T should contact 22 
NOAA Fisheries to discuss the possible need for an incidental take permit 23 
and the specific content of the Plan.  See Section 4.0, Revised Pages of 24 
the DEIR text revision for the Noise Section, page 4.10-8. 25 


